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Massacre at Texas church 


26 killed, nearly 2 dozen hurt — shooter found dead 


in vehicle after fleeing civilian who pulled gun on him 


By David Montgomery, 
Christopher Mele 
and Manny Fernandez 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, 
Texas — A gunman clad in 
black, with a ballistic vest 
strapped to his chest anda 
military-style rifle in his hands, 
opened fire on parishioners ata 


Sunday service at a small Bap- 
tist church in rural Texas, kill- 
ing at least 26 people and turn- 
ing this tiny town east of San 
Antonio into the scene of the 
country’s newest mass horror. 
The gunman was identified as 
Devin Patrick Kelley, 26, accord- 
ing to two law enforcement 
officials who spoke on the condi- 


tion ofanonymity. Kelley, who 
lived in New Braunfels, Texas, 
died shortly after the attack. 

He had served in the Air 
Force at a base in New Mexico 
but was court-martialed in 2012 
on charges of assaulting his 
wife and child. He was sen- 
tenced to 12 months of confine- 

Shooting continues on A6 


A woman and man pray after killings at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas. 
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WENE COUNTRY KNS 


By Kurtis Alexander 
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Volunteers collect acorns 
to revitalize oak groves 


Next to vineyards, Wine 
Country’s most treasured sight 
may be its oak trees, the stately 
green giants that brightened 
the hills and valleys of the 
grape-growing region, at least 
until last month’s devastating 
wildfires swept through. 

As residents look to rebuild 
burned homes and communi- 
ties grasp for normalcy, a par- 


Elkhoury 
searches 
through 

fallen leaves 
for acorns in 
Sonoma as 
part of 
Shirley 
Austin- 
Peeke’s 
sixth-grade 


science class. 


naturalists, put out a call for 
acorns. 

The Sacramento group was 
hoping that an online post — 
“Help urgently needed to re- 
oak Wine Country!” — would 
inspire a few loyal readers to 
send in seeds to grow new 
trees. But the response was 
like nothing organizers expect- 
ed. 

“In the first four hours, 600 


allel recovery is taking shape 


for the area’s scorched and epo 
withered oaks. It began a little containing 
more than a week ago, when acorns are 
the California Native Plant cataloged. 


Society, a statewide network of 


people signed up to collect,” 
said Dan Gluesenkamp, the 
group’s executive director. 
“After 800 emails, our comput- 
er crashed. We didn’t know 
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Homes’ 
water 
passes 
lead test 


Bay Area’s levels 
safe, utilities say 


By Dominic Fracassa 


Despite recent alarming 
revelations that children in 10 
San Francisco and Oakland 
schools had been exposed to 
lead contamination well above 
federal safety standards, data 
from household water quality 
tests performed this year by 
the Bay Area’s two major 
utilities indicate that lead 
levels remain well below 
dangerous thresholds in the 
vast majority of the region’s 
homes. 

In addition to routine sys- 
temwide inspections for lead 
and other toxic materials in 
their drinking water, the San 
Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission and the East 
Bay Municipal Utility District, 
which together deliver water 
to more than 4 million Bay 
Area residents, also conduct 
lead tests for individual 
households, upon request. 

San Francisco’s Public Util- 
ities Commission performed 
water quality analyses on 211 
household faucets this year 
and taps from Jan. 2 to Oct. 
17. Of those, six contained 
lead levels above 15 parts per 
billion. By far the most 
heavily contaminated sample, 
taken from a bathtub faucet, 


registered 698 parts per bil- 
lion. Notably, since shower 
and bath faucets aren’t con- 
sidered typical drinking-water 
fixtures, they are exempt 
from lead-free plumbing re- 


quirements. 


Lead continues on A5 


JOHN KING Place 


Road is long for Presidio’s Tunnel Tops parkland 


At the Main Post of the 
Presidio, you can explore a 
former Army base reborn as a 
national park — and see why 
there still are battles to be 
fought over its future. 

Old military buildings hold 


museums and historic dis- 
plays. Half of the parade 
ground has been converted 
from asphalt to a lush green 
lawn. But on the northeast 
edge, where acres of colorful 
gardens and meadows should 


tumble toward the bay, we’re 
confronted by bare dirt and a 
chain-link fence. 

It’s a construction site, even 
though most construction 
came to an end in 2015. It’s 
also a reminder not to take the 


enticing landscape at the foot 
of the Golden Gate Bridge for 
granted, because progress is 
never easy. 

Including now. 

“People have been backing 
the rehabilitation of the Presi- 


dio for decades, and here we 
have this huge scar running 
through a very valued land- 
scape,” Amy Meyer, one of the 
original board members of the 
Presidio Trust, the autono- 

King continues on A6 


INSIDE 
World/Nation 


» Asia tour: President Trump of- 
fers tough talk in a speech to U.S. 
troops in Japan, setting the tone for 
his five-nation tour. A2 


Bay Area 


» Otis R. Taylor Jr.: East Bay au- 

thorities pledge to examine condi- 
tions at a Contra Costa County jail 
housing immigration detainees. C1 


Datebook 


» Jay Blakesberg: Retrospective 
showcases photographer’s vivid 
images of the local music scene. E1 
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Sports 


» Win over Miami: 
Marshawn Lynch 
(24) gets congrat- 
ulated by team- 
mates Seth Roberts 
(10) and Kelechi 
Osemele after one 
of his two TDs in 
the Raiders’ 27-24 
victory over the 
Dolphins. B1 


» Oh-and-Niners: 
Arizona pounds 
C.J. Beathard ina 
20-10 decision. S.F. 
stays winless. B1 
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Weather 


Mostly sunny. 
Highs: 54-64. 


Lows: 31-49. A10 


